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7 Beautiful Viscountess Mas-sereen- e,

Now Working as
a War Nurse.

The Duke of Manchester Declares
That
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find out whom they will choose to be led by.
But in these latter years we have heard accusations

that the aristocracy was degenerate and effete, outworn
and soft fibred through generations of luxury. If ever
a nice catch word was ruthlesssly swept away, if ever a
class was triumphantly vindicated, it has been in these
dark and terrible months since August, 1914, when our
country has been at death grips with the most wonder-
ful war machine the world has ever seen.

There was no need for recruiting campaigns; there
was no need for conscription to bring the aristocracy
forward to defend England from the first. When many a
workman's house knew only through higher pay and the
press of the war, hundreds of homes of the nobility were
mourning the loss of sons, brothers, cousins dead,
wounded, blinded, maimed.

I don't believe the most rigid form of conscription
would find one single member of the English aristocracy
to take at this minute. I don't believe there is a single
male member of the British aristocracy able to drag him-

self about, over eighteen and under sixty (and indeed
many over) who is not in Government employ or working
for the Government in some capacity.

I don't know of any woman of the aristocracy who is
not working to her uttermost capacity in some way for
the country. I don't know of an aristocratic home in any
way suitable that has not been offered to the Govern-
ment for nursing home, convalescent home, hospital or
other useful object.

They talk about the privileges of the aristocracy, the
right of peers six hundred and forty-on- e of them, I be-

lieve to sit in the House of Lords as hereditary legisla-
tors, for such peers to be arrested only for indictable
offences, to be tried, if accused of felonv or treason, by
their peers in the House of Lords, and, if condemned to
death, to be hanged by a silken rope.

But there is one privilege which they have always
Had and which now, as in the past, they have availed them- -
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The Duke of Manchester in Uniform.

By the Duke of Manchester
Written Especially for This Newspaper.

HAVE been asked "Are dukes and lords of any use
I to a country?" A perfectly fair question.

To my mind they are invaluable assets the Great
Britain at least. It would sound almost a self evident
proposition that a class brought up for generation after
generation with an assured position, a tradition of in-

tense patriotism and loyalty, a habit of command and
the instinctive respect of their fellow countrymen, is a
rery tangible asset for a State to draw on for its public
service.

The whole history of the country proves it from
Magna Charta to the present war. Look where you will
in our history, in the annals of our statecraft, our diplo-
macy, our army, our navy, our Colonial Administration,
our colonization itself, and history will give the justifica-
tion of the aristocracy.

I don't say there have been no black sheep among
them, but man' of the black sheep have held up their
end not ingloriously at the last and died on the frontier
of Empire

"Because on the bones of the English,
The English flag U stayed."

I do not say that they produce more genius than any-othe-
r

class; genius is an exotic growth, but I do say
that for a high level of administrative ability, for strict
Bens of duty, for intense, if often silent, patriotism;
the British aristocracy is, in the words of the hunting
tong:

"A good m to follow,
A bad 'un to beat."

T could go on for paes citing name after name, each
of which speaks loudly of the great deeds of the past,
and show how generation after generation has carried
on the traditions of the founder of the house; not alwavs
In a spectacular way, but leaving their offering of solid
jtone, built in the edifice of the British Empire. Ke-menib-

er

the facade and embellishments are not the only
fine parts of a building; the foundations, each separat
itone in the walls and piers, are as important and as in-

tegral a part of the whole as the most ornate pilaster.
It seems to me that if you set apart a breed, chosen

originally for outstanding ability of its ancestors, and
generation by generation add to them much of what is
best, most forceful and strongest and most successful
in the particular line they are needed for, you must
predispose that breed to ability in that line. It Is so in
every other branch of the animal and vegetable kingdom;
it is so in Eastern countries where trades and profes-
sions are hereditary, and why not in England T

The lines the aristocracy are reared for are govern-inen- t,

diplomacy and fighting in short, command and
you don t have to do more than ask the subordinates of
most of them their opinion of whether they can do it, to
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u selves of greedily, and that is the right to load the way
in offering themselves and all they have and are for the
defence of the country.

This list lies before me in a newspaper as 1 write -f-

orty-five heirs to the British pom-ag- e who have either b r

killed or died of wounds or illness contracted while ir;
active service since the war began und this li.--t is not
a complete cue :i ' ;W ' ' . f''vXv .,';. c t -
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To spend lavish'y of life And lirob and posscssicDi. to
ofTer themselves pladly and proudly on the altar of dutj
and loyaltv to their Kincr, and their Motherland, as their
tradition, birth and training and uprearinar have taught
them to do that is a privilege of the peerage.

Yes, I think they are of use.
Next Sunday the Duke ef MKcheatei
will write art mtertainir.g article of
"My Idea cf a P-- fw nimV
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Heroic" Death of Captain the Hon. Lyon Playfair, Heir of Lord Playfair, One of the Forty
five Hein to Peerage! Who, According to the Duke, Have Given Their Lives for

Their Country.
Copyright, 1919. by tb Star Company. Great Britain R'ghts Reserved.

From Castles to the Trenches.
Marquii of Tullibardin Viscount Powcricourt at

in the Trenches. the Dardanelles,


